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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 This is my final report as President of our 
Association, and it is difficult to imagine that I took 
office three years ago, in 2014. I am pleased to say 
that I have had plenty of happy and successful days 
and very few tough days during my tenure. 
  
I take this opportunity to sincerely thank my fellow 
committee members who have worked extremely 
hard over the past three years. Even though our 
Secretary Alan Rogers was bestowed with Life 
Membership, he did not rest on his laurels. Vice 
President Alan Hawkins was always supportive and 
his close links with the CSSB and enthusiasm 
encouraged his CO, OC and troops to support our 
activities whenever possible.  
 
Pat Marley does a sterling job maintaining and 
keeping our website updated as well as editing and 
producing the Flash regularly, not to mention his 
continued reminders to those who were required to 
send in reports etc. Gus has soldiered on with 
membership even though he is in poor health. 
Dennis Clarke has continued with his solid effort in 
maintaining and strengthening links between the 
Association and the Vietnam Vets. 
 
 At next years’ Anzac Days march, we are planning 
to march as a solitary RAEME contingent. I also 
thank all our Chapters who have worked hard and 
are doing their best to keep the RAEME Mafia 
enthused.  
 
Also, thank you all fellow members for your 
support at functions and activities during my tenure. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank Janice for her reliable 
and continued encouragement and support. 
 
I wish the incoming Committee every success in 
taking over the reins for the next three years. 
 
Sincere Best Wishes to all, 
 
Michael Newbond RFD (Ret’d) 
President 
 
 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

RAEME National Association 
RAV Inc as the Executive  is still being 
bombarded with e-mails from Ray Norman 
instructing us on how the RNA should be run.  
Ray does not appear to have any conception of 
the ramifications of the RNA not being  
Incorporated or of the handling of Public Monies. 
At the moment the Executive Members are 
holding firm in our efforts to resolve the RNA 
Constitution and Financial Documents. 
 
ANZAC Day Reunion;  All attending had an 
enjoyable day, however the numbers are 
dwindling to the point as to whether it is still 
feasible to hold the day   
 
Anzac Day;  Luckily  the rain held off, several off 
our members missed the March while having 
coffee as the Marshalls called us on 30 minutes 
prior to the minuted step off time 
Our contingent was led by Brig Dave McGahey 
who had lunch with RAV members,  
After march celebrations was well attended 
organised by Victoria  Barracks Chapter, Two Up 
being the game of the day with proceeds going to 
RSL Welfare fund the sum of 
$ 891-80 Congratulations to the Victoria 
Barracks Chapter  
 
Presidents Lunch;  The turnout was poor with 
only 28 members turning up, it was unfortunate 
that one regular attended a family funeral 
interstate and several others had made prior 
arrangements prior to the date change.  
However with that being said those attending 
had a great meal and day. 
 
Magazines;  Several packages of Magazines have 
been forwarded to our RAEME deployed troops.  
Thanks to Dennis Clarke for providing the 
forwarding deployed address.  It is disappointing 
that I am still waiting for a reply from my e-mail 
dated 30-5-2017 requesting the forwarding 
address.   
 
Alkira Secondary College;   At our recent 
Committee meeting the decision was made to 
terminate our association with Alkira Secondary 
College. It was disappointing  that our Members 
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did not  receive an invitation to attend the 2017 
ANZAC Day Service at the College and their 
feeder Schools, this was the first year that this 
has happened since our initial support for the 
College.  What was more insulting was that 
Cranbourne RSL, Vietnam Veterans received an 
invitation along with a RAV member under a 
separate invitation. 
 
Reserve Forces Day Parade;   Was well attended 
with 15 Association members on Parade,  our 
ranks were complimented by members of the 
RASC /RACT Association plus other Corps on 
Parade. The Parade was led by the RAEME 
President Mike (Spider) Newbond along with the 
RAASC/RACT President Bruce (Stretch) Jarvis  A 
wag in the group nicknamed them  Obama & 
Trump 
Our thanks to Banner Bearers Allan Hawkins & 
Stephen Woods, Standard Bearer Danny Hayes, 
ASM Dave Scott 
Arte et Marte 
 
Alan Rogers 
Secretary 
 

 
 

BLUEBELL 
Vietnam Veterans Southern 

 
 

RAEME Vietnam Veterans had a meeting at 
Bairnsdale RSL on January 21 2017. 
 
Unfortunately our Secretary Denis Meek was not 
able to attend after a heart attack on the Sunday 
prior to the meeting. This was the first meeting 
Dennis has missed since he took over the role of 
Secretary in 2008. Rob Gazzara , stepped in to fill 
the breach.  
 
Another Secretary that has been of great assistance 
is our RAV Secretary Alan Rogers. There work 
seems large and never ending.  
  
The President and Secretary were presented with 
Plaques by the Committee and Murray Lewis at the 
meeting.  
 
Attended a social meeting with the “Deviates” at  
Bendigo RSL, locates at Havelah Road Long Gully. 
President Cliff Richards [ 17 Construction 
Workshop] arranged pick-up from the station and 
made us feel most welcome. This is a large RSL, 
with an open area at the rear. It has a large display 
ex Army armoured and artillery displays featuring 
the Leopard and Centurion tanks, M113 APC and 
Bren Gun Carrier. 
 
here is Navy twin Bofor gun turret and built up 
Spitfire representing the RAAF.  There are three 
large barns at the site beyond the military display. 
One houses the Vietnam Veterans Association, the 
second, metal and the third, wood working.  
 
Like a number of War era museums I have been to 
the people who establish and maintain really put a 
lot of effort into it. It is a credit to them. The 
Bendigo War Museum located in city central is 
under going a council sponsored million dollar 
facelift and re-furbishment. It’s large memorabilia 
collection is currently in secure storage.4 
 
I have some copies available of the book by Ray 
Piper “The Dat Do Minefield Clearing Book.”   It 
deals with mainly Ray’s experience, John  Forster  
and 1 Field Squadron Workshop team that built and 
maintained the equipment.  
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The development of minefield clearing equipment 
started in 1967 utilising Centurion tanks with a 
heavy plough arrangement and the American  
Patten M48A3 medium tank with mine roller 
attachment. 
 
Notice our Banner resplendent in the VVAA 
advertisement for the Commemorative Book and  
DVD  from 2016, which are now available from the 
V V A A . 
 

RAEME  BIRTHDAY 
DINNER FRIDAY NOVEMBER  24th 

We need to strongly consider attending the RAEME 
Dinner in November, particularly as it the seventy-
fifth anniversary of the Corps forming. 
 
 

LONG TAN DAY 
Support for SEATO Medical Team  

[Normally Follow US ANZAC Day March ] 
 

RAEME Meet in the Shrine Gardens Precinct.  
Friday 18th August 

0930 – 1030 hrs 
RAEME Form up opposite Gunfire Breakfast 1030 

Hrs 
RAEME March Step Off  1100 Hrs 

RAEME Formalities Conclude   1215 Hrs 
 

RAEME   VIETNAM  
Unit Reunions 

 
1 Armoured Regiment LAD A, B, C, Squadrons  

or C 1 Sections 1968-1971 
2017 OCTOBER  
YARRAWONGA 

Contact Russell Cunningham 
Tel:03 5766 2423 

bungie12@bigpond.net.au 
  

106 Field Workshop 
2018  20th  April   Brisbane – Sunshine Coast 

Contact Phillip Bond [ Budda] 
Tel 07: 3263 8222 

philbond@bigpond.net.au 
 

17 Construction Squadron Workshop 
3th-th 2017 September on the Sunshine Coast -  

Contact Tress Adams  
Tel 07: 5446 4585    Mob 0428 184178 

tresshar@yahoo.com.au 
 

161 Recce Flight 
2017 7th-8th  September  

Maroochydore 
Contact John Custance 

janducustance@bigpond.com 
 

1 Field Squadron  Workshop 
2017 July 10th – Cairns Queensland North 

Contact Ross Grant [Drac] Tel 07: 4053 6775 
rossross@westnet.com.au 

 
102 Fld Wkshp Re-Union 

“Avondale” 601 Bray’s Road  
Gannawarra Victoria 

Contact Noel Lake Tel 03 5456 9246 
koonda@activ8.net.au 

 
101 Fld Wkshp Reunion 

 
Dennis Clarke 
President 
Viet Nam Vet Southern 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apologies for this smaller issue of “Lightning Flash”.  
Terri Marley – wife of Editor Pat Marley - has been in 

hospital for nearly 3 weeks with severe acute 
pancreatitis and gall bladder. 

Thanks to Secretary Alan Rogers for the “Get Well” 
card sent on behalf of the Association. 

mailto:philbond@bigpond.net.au�
mailto:tresshar@yahoo.com.au�
mailto:rossross@westnet.com.au�
mailto:koonda@activ8.net.au�
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Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers 

1st December 1942 to 2017 
75th Anniversary Birthday Dinner 

 
 
The RAEME Association (Vic) Inc will be celebrating the 75th Anniversary of 
the Corps on Friday 24th November 2017 at the Clayton RSL 
All  Members of the Corps are welcome to join in the Celebrations of this 
significant event in the History of the Corps. (This event will never happen 
again) 
 
It doesn't matter whether you are not a current Association Member, Serving 
full time, ARES, Retired, all are welcome to join attend  to celebrate the  Corps 
75th Anniversary 
 
Numbers will be limited to 100, expressions of interest may be forwarded to the 
Secretary to reserve a place in the first instance  and confirmed once pricing etc 
is advised. 
 
Further details Cost, Venue Address, Timings etc will be forwarded closer to the 
date 
 
 

Contact; Alan Rogers  secretary@vic.raeme.org.au 
 03 9704 6700 

 
 

Secretary Alan Rogers  raeme 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 
OF 

The RAEME Association (Victoria) Incorporated 
Incorporation Reg No A0022655Z 

Sunday 10th September 2017 at 1200hrs 
Clayton RSL (Opposite Railway Station) 

Carinish Rd Clayton 
Agenda items / Motions to be submitted in writing to the Secretary 

no later than Sunday 10th August 2017 
 
 

       Note; Rule 5.9  (g) Annual Subscriptions shall be paid in advance on or before the 1st July each year  (h) A Service or Affiliate member who 
has not paid their Annual Subscription is not entitled to speak or vote at a meeting including elections, or to hold any office in the 
Association or a Chapter 

 

Please advise attendance for catering purposes 
 

LIGHT LUNCHEON SUPPLIED- DRINKS AT MEMBERS EXPENSE 
 
 

I_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

I_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WILL / WILL NOT BE ATTENDING THE 2017 AGM 
 

WILL / WILL NOT BE ATTENDING THE LUNCH AT THE 2017 AGM 
 

Reply to; Alan Rogers by 20th August 2017 at the following 
         Email;   secretary@vic.raeme.org.au        Mail;  PO Box 2118 Fountain Gate 3805     

 
Note;  

Due to the increasing costs the catering will be determined by the returns received.   
Failure to confirm lunch attendance, may result in having the meal at own expense. 

 
Alan Rogers 
Association Secretary 

 
Committee of Management Nominations 

 
 

Members wishing to nominate for the 2017-18  Committee of Management  
should contact the Association Secretary for a nomination form. 

Completed Nomination forms must be with the Association Secretary  
no later than 1800hrs Sunday 14th  August 2017 

Note: Chapter Presidents or Chapter Nominee automatically hold a position  
on the Committee of Management 

Association Secretary Address;  PO Box 2118 FOUNTAIN GATE 3805 
e-mail;  secretary@vic.raeme.org.au 

 
NOTE;  Telephone Nominations will not be accepted 

 
 

mailto:secretary@vic.raeme.org.au�
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Rheinmetall MAN Military Vehicles (RMMV) HX77  
The Hvy ILH is an 8 x 8, diesel truck, equipped with the MAN D20 water-cooled 6-cylinder in-line 
common rail engine with turbo-charger and direct fuel injection. The engine's cubic capacity of 10 518 
can output 324 kW in the Euro 5 configuration. The Hvy ILH has a gross vehicle weight of 35 500 kg 
with a military payload of 15 200 kg. The Hvy ILH allows the transport of military flat racks, palletised 
loads, stores modules, fuel and water modules as well as standard ISO containers. 

Hawkei Protected Mobility Vehicle (PMV) 
PMV-L is a 7-tonne, 4x4, new generation protected vehicle with a 3-tonne payload, designed to 
meet the demanding requirements of land forces world-wide. • Hawkei delivers class-leading 
protection, mobility and payload with unparalleled levels of blast and ballistic protection for a 
helicopter transportable vehicle. • Highly effective across a diverse range of mission profiles. 
Roles include troop movement, command and control, electronic warfare, liaison, surveillance 
and reconnaissance. 
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PROVINCIAL 
REPRESENTATIVES 

THE RAEME ASSOCIATION 
(Vic) Inc. 
PO Box 2118 Fountain Gate 
Vic 3805 
Committee of Management 
 
President:  
MAJ Michael Newbond 
  (03) 9799 8048 
president@vic.raeme.org.au 
Mobile: 0411 769 980 
 
Vice President: 
WO1 Alan Hawkins 
 (BH) (03) 9282 6926 
Mobile: 0409 662 916 
allan.hawkins@defence.gov.au 
 
Secretary & Public Officer: 
Alan Rogers 
 (03) 9704 6700 
Mobile: 0422 8 88 851 
secretary@vic.raeme.org.au 
 
Membership: 
Gus Allen  
  (03) 9802 5460 
membership@vic.raeme.org.au  
 
Treasurer/Merchandising/ 
Promotion: 
Aranka Illia 
 (BH) (03)9566 9468 
 (AH) (03) 9796 4794 
treasurer@vic.raeme.org.au 
 
Welfare & Betterment/Almoner: 
MAJ Michael Newbond 
 (03) 9799 8048 
Mobile 0411 769 980 
president@vic.raeme.org.au 
 
Rules & By-Laws:       
Alan Rogers 
  
Membership 
Kindred Associations and 
ANZAC House: 
Gus Allen   
  (03) 9802 5460 
membership@vic.raeme.org.au 
 
Editor / Web Master: 
Pat Marley     
   (03) 8555 9561  
Mobile: 0407 056 298 
webmaster@vic.raeme.org.au 
Social Conveners: 
MAJ Michael Newbond 
Alan Rogers 
(Details Above) 

 

Unit Representative 
& Army Coordination: 
WO1 Alan Hawkins 
 (BH) (03) 9282 6926 
Mobile: 0409 662 916 
allan.hawkins@defence.gov.au 
 
Chaplain: 
John Brownbill 
 
BANDIANA CHAPTER 
President Gavin McMahon 
  0410 280 783 
bandiana@vic.raeme.org.au 
Secretary: George Reid 
PO Box 231 
WODONGA Vic 3689 
  (02) 60593153 
reidysnr@iinet.net.au 
 
SEYMOUR CHAPTER 
President David Maddick 
  (03) 5793 8396 
seymour@vic.raeme.org.au 
 
RAEME VIETNAM VETERANS 
SOUTHERN CHAPTER 
President Dennis Clarke  
H (03) 9848 6757 
Mob 0409 518744 
vietvets@vic.raeme.org.au 
Secretary Dennis Meek 
 H (03) 9798 3452 
dennis.meek@bigpond.com 
 
VICTORIA BARRACKS 
CHAPTER 
President Rod Gillett 
 (03) 9622 2848 
rodney.gillett@defence.gov.au 
Secretary Bernard (Rusty) Russell 
 Mob  0439 567 455 
bernard.russell@defence.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHEPPARTON 
Mark Ryan 
 (03) 5784 3823 
Mobile: 0411 708 099 
skand.pl@gmail.com 
 
BALLARAT/DAYLESFORD    
George Hepburn 
24 Junction St.  BALLARAT 3350 
  (03) 5331 3153 

BENDIGO/CASTLEMAINE/ 
HEATHCOTE   
Jack Balsillie  
147 The Outlook Bendigo Village 
Mandurang Rd. 
Spring Gully  3550 
 (03) 5443 4803 
 
HOPPERS 
CROSSING/GEELONG 
Rex Foord 
598 Thompson Rd,  
NORLANE   3214 
 (03) 5275 1728 
 
WARRNAMBOOL & DISTRICT 
Brian Driscoll 
 (03) 5595 4273  
 
BERWICK/PAKENHAM 
WARRAGUL/ MORWELL/ 
TRARALGON & SALE 
Graeme Vaux 
 (03) 5199 2724 
vauxy58@hotmail.com  
 
CRANBOURNE/KORUMBURRA  
& WELSHPOOL 
Kevin Moon 
1 Hawkins St,  
KORUMBURRA   3950 
(03) 5655 1545 

 
 
 
 

ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION 
 

This Newsletter is produced by the 
members, for the members, and is 

not to be solely one-way 
communication. 

 
 

DISCLAIMER 
The views and articles expressed 
herein do not necessarily reflect 
the policy and views, official or 
otherwise, of this Association. 

 
 
 
 

Let’s hear from you! 
Deadline for October Flash 
Friday 29 September 2017 

Items to Pat Marley: 
 

webmaster@vic.raeme.org.au 
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